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17th International Congress a Great Success Terry Sweeney 

  The 17th International Congress 

was held in the beautiful setting of 

Monterey, California from May 

10th to the 14th.  Despite tight 

economic times and the H1N1 

pandemic, 326 scientists from 

around the world attended.  The 

poster and exhibition area was 

very active with well over 

100 posters and 20 exhibi-

tors.   

   

Preconference ñhands onò 

workshops on Basics of 

Aerosol Technology for 

Respiratory Drug Delivery 

and Aerosol Instrumenta-

tion Workshop; as well as 

Essentials of Inhalation 

Toxicology were well 

attended with over 130 at-

tendees.  Feedback from all 

three workshops was excellent 

and the interest level speaks to a 

desire for more inexpensive edu-

cational opportunities on specific 

topics above and beyond the con-

ference program.  Kudos to Jim 

Fink, Reinhard Vehring, Andrew 

Bosco, Nani Kadrichu, and Ron 

Wolff for organizing the work-

shops. 

We thank all of the excellent speak-

ers and session organizers for help-

ing to make this óone of the best 

ISAM conferences ever.ô  After an 

opening talk by Dr. Michael Mat-

thay on Acute Lung Injury, the 

talks ranged from aerosols in the 

ICU, infectious disease, lung can-

cer, and cystic fibrosis to nanotech-

nology and regulatory issues, 

stimulating questions and lively 

discussion among the participants.   

 

  The posters presented a broad 

array of cutting edge research rep-

resenting the best and brightest of 

our organization, from academics 

to industry.  The exhibits and tech-

nology showcase highlighted a 

broad range of technology and new 

developments.   

 

  The first meeting of ISAM net-

working groups were well attended 

and fostered a good deal of con-

structive commentary (see arti-

cle this issue). 

 

  The social program included 

continental breakfast and cof-

fee breaks, wine and cheese at 

the poster viewings and during 

the technology showcase. The 

main social event was a 

strolling dinner at the 

fabulous Monterey Bay 

Aquarium (see photos 

below).   

 

None of these events or 

the program could have 

occurred without the fan-

tastic support from our 

generous sponsors and 

exhibitors.  

 

Thanks to everyone who 

participated in the 2009 confer-

ence for helping to make it a 

great success. 

The 2009 organizing commit-

tee:  Terry Sweeney, Jim 

Blanchard, Ralph Niven and 

David Cipolla.   

 

A great team producing a won-

derful Congress.   

 

ISAM Presidents:  Mike Newhouse, Peter Gehr, Beth 

Laube, Patrice Diot, Andy Clark, Gerhard Scheuch,  

Bill Bennett, Paula Anderson and Wolfgang Kreyling 

Sign up a new ISAM 

member and get an 

ISAM Sweatshirt from 

the 17th Congress in 

Monterey  

 

Quantities are limited 

so sign up a new  

member today  
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ISAM AWARDS 2009ñMark Everard 

One of the great strengths of ISAM 

as a Society is the mix of expertise 

and interests amongst its members.  

This was highlighted by the range 

of topics covered during the excel-

lent Congress ranging from aero-

solised vaccination campaigns for 

infants in the third world to 

nanotoxicology and the importance 

of biofilms in resistance to inhaled 

antibiotics.  This was further em-

phasised by the diverse but inter-

related fields of research under-

taken by those receiving ISAM 

awards in Monterey.  Every two 

years the awards committee has the 

challenging task of determining re-

cipients of the awards presented at 

the bi-annual congress.  The task 

was particularly challenging due to 

the very high quality of those nomi-

nated.  This was true in all catego-

ries though there was a particularly 

strong showing amongst the 

younger members which argues 

well for the future of the Society.   

 

The student prize was won by 

Shayna McGill who is completing 

her PhD in the Di-

vision of Pharma-

ceutical Sciences, 

University of New 

Mexico.   Her the-

sis has focused on 

developing an un-

derstanding of the 

mechanisms by 

which superparamagnetic iron ox-

ide nanoparticles (SPIONs) could 

enhance drug 

delivery 

through ex-

tracellular bar-

riers within 

the lung.   

 

 

Jennifer Burchell, in the face of 

some very stiff competition from 

some of the more senior members 

of the society, 

was awarded 

the Best Oral 

Presentation 

award for her 

work studying 

the potential for 

attenuation of 

allergen induced bronchial reactiv-

ity by regulatory T cells and den-

dritic cells.  Jennifer has recently 

taken up a post doctoral Research 

Fellow post in Perth. 

 

From amongst a very competitive 

field for the Young Investigatorôs 

award Barbara Rothen-Rutishauser 

was selected for 

her ground 

breaking work in 

developing triple 

cell co-culture 

systems used to 

study the interac-

tion of nanoparti-

cles with cells 

found in the respiratory tract.  Bar-

bara currently leads a research 

group in the Institute for Anatomy 

at the University of Bern, Switzer-

land. 

 

The Thomas T Mercer award, 

awarded jointly with the AAAR, 

went to Dieter 

Koehler, professor 

of medicine and 

director of the 

Fachkrankenhaus 

Kloster Grafschaft  

in Schmallenberg, 

Germany.  His 

work has largely focused on clini-

cal relevance of deposition, distri-

bution and clearance of aerosols. 

Myrna Dolovich received the Ca-

reer Achievement award having 

worked tirelessly in the field of 

aerosol medicine since graduating 

as Engineer.  She has served on the 

board of ISAM and 

her research at Fire-

stone Institute of 

Respiratory Health 

at McMaster in-

volves investiga-

tions into the behav-

iour of therapeutic 

aerosols in the lung, with special 

interest in the measurement of lung 

deposition and distribution in pa-

tients with asthma and COPD, us-

ing both 2D and 3D imaging tech-

niques.  

 

The sixth award presented  was the 

Ferin Award which is presented by 

the ISAM board for outstanding 

contributions and commitment to 

ISAM.  This yearôs recipient was 

Günter Oberdörster from the Uni-

versity of Rochester, 

New York.  Gunter 

was one of the origi-

nal ISAM board 

member and a coor-

ganizer of the first 

ñmodernò ISAM 

Congress in Roches-

ter.  A pioneer in aerosol science, 

his studies with ultrafine particles 

have influenced the field of inhala-

tion toxicology, raising awareness 

of the unique biokinetics and toxi-

cological potential of nano-sized 

particles.  

 

These recipients join a long list of 

highly talented and productive 

ISAM award recipients over the 

past three decades.   Congratula-

tions to all the awardees and nomi-

nees.  
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